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THE 9TH ANNUAL CPE EXPO IS HERE!  Once again EXPO will be held at the 
McAllen Convention Center on Expressway 83 & Ware Rd on Tuesday, October 27th.  There will be 
coffee, sodas & bottled water available throughout the day. A selection of sandwiches will be provided 
for lunch. Your registration fee includes everything. 

 
This year, in addition to the usual state-required Ethics and Compilation & Review Update 

courses offered by David Holt, CPA, CFE, he will also present “The Effects of the Bailout Culture on 
Workplace Fraud”. Very timely course! Blaise Bender, J.D., CPA, will return and present three 
courses on tax updates: Texas State Tax, Individual Tax & Business Tax. Not everyone’s favorite 
subject but a very necessary one if you are an accountant whether specializing in taxes or not. Robert 
Nelson, J.D., CPA. will present a course on Estate Planning.  

 
Attorney Chris Brasure will present a course on Professional Liability under the Current Texas 

Law & how to protect yourself.  A totally new topic for this year but another one the Chapter feels is 
very timely – Information Technology.  Dixie Consulting, a McAllen based firm, will discuss cloud 
computing, remote access, and IT security. 

 
Please try to send in your registrations as soon as possible. Course materials, the sandwiches 

& beverages must be ordered at least a week prior to the seminar. Registrations will be considered 
late if postmarked after Tuesday, October 20, 2009 & a $5 late will be charged. 
 

Registration will start at 7:30 am. Please be there on time so that there is minimal disruption to 
the presenters by late arrivals. 

 
 

REMINDER – the temperature in the rooms never satisfies everybody. Please bring a jacket if you 
tend to get cold. 

 



RGV CHAPTER TSCPA 9TH ANNUAL CPE EXPO 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2009 

MCALLEN CONVENTION CENTER  (EXPRESSWAY 83 AND WARE RD) 
 

Morning classes = 2 hours of CPE credit each. Afternoon classes = 4 hours of CPE credit. 
 
 TRACK 1 TRACK 2 TRACK 3 

8:30AM- 
10:10AM 

Compilation & Review 
Update for 2009 

  
David Holt 

Texas State Tax Update 
 

 
Blaise Bender 

Professional Liability under  
Texas Law 

 
Chris Brasure 

10:25AM- 
12:05PM 

Workplace Fraud 
 
 

David Holt 

Individual Tax Update 
 

 
Blaise Bender 

IT: Cloud Computing,  
Remote Access, Security 

 
Dixie Consulting 

 

Lunch 
1:05PM- 
4:40PM 

Ethical Business Decisions  
by Texas CPAs  

 
David Holt 

Business Tax Update 
 
 

Blaise Bender 

Estate Planning 
 
 

Robert Nelson 
 
 

October 27, 2009 CPE EXPO Registration: 
 

*Circle one box in each time slot 
*If you’re a season pass holder please indicate below.  Otherwise, make check payable to: RGV Chapter of the 
TSCPA Education Foundation 
*If you’re a season pass holder, fax your registration to (956) 546-1772.  
*If you are not a season pass holder, please mail this registration along with payment to: 
 RGV Chapter of the TSCPA Education Foundation 
 943 North Expressway, Suite 15-161              Brownsville, TX 78520  
 
Name:    ______________________________  CPA: Yes [  ]    No [  ] 
Firm:      ______________________________  Phone: ___________________________ 
Address:______________________________  Fax:     ___________________________ 
City/Zip: ______________________________  Email: ___________________________ 
 
TSCPA Member # ______________________ 
 

__ Season Pass Holder  $0  __ TSCPA Student Member  $110 
__ TSCPA CPA Member  $125  __ TSCPA Floating Pass  $0 
__ Non CPA Employee  $125  __ Non-Member   $250 

 
 

              Late Registration: Tuesday, October 20, 2009 
 



SPEAKER PROFILES AND COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
 

DAVID HOLT, CPA, CFE 
 
David Holt, CPA, CFE, has been recognized by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) as an 
Outstanding Discussion Leader for the State of Texas. He has more than 25 years experience in public accounting & has 
taught continuing professional education (CPE) seminars since 1988. David has authored more than a dozen CPE topics & 
was a contributing author of the Practitioners Publishing Company (PPC) “Guide to Preparing Governmental Financial 
Statements”. He is also a former faculty member of the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners. 

 
Compilation Standards Update 
  
The key word for most new SSARS (15,16 & 17) is "communicate". Additionally, the 
AICPA is replacing all existing statements with three proposed standards. They are 
reminding us (again) that compilations are not an appropriate service, when the 
"intended user" needs assurance. Really? 
  
 The Effects of the Bailout Culture on Workplace Fraud 
  
Have you wondered how federal bailout programs may affect the likelihood of fraud 
& abuse in businesses, local governments & nonprofit organizations? Company assets 
are more "at risk" than ever before. Come join our discussion of the new layer of 
internal controls that are now necessary in most organizations. 
 
Ethical Business Decisions by Texas CPAs (4 hours of required Texas ethics CPE) 

 
This new State Board approved course, will cover not only the “rules” of 
professional conduct, but also realistic workplace situations often experienced by 
CPAs in industry, government & public accounting. The session will include: 
 

 A lively, interactive format, with substantial group discussions 
 Coverage of the Ethics Rules and how they help CPAs make valuable, long-term 

professional decisions 
 Quizzes and case studies, to affirm and illustrate the proper application of 

“the rules” 
 
 
 
BLAISE BENDER, J.D., CPA 
 
Blaise C. Bender, J.D., CPA is Associate Professor of Accounting & Law at Our Lady of the Lake University. He 
received his B.B.A in Accounting Degree & a Master’s of Science in Finance from Texas A&M University, an MPA in 
Taxation from UTSA & a Juris Doctor in Law from St. Mary’s University. His experience includes six + years in public 
accounting working for three of the “Big Five” firms, Arthur Andersen & Co., Deloitte Touche, and Ernest and Young; 
and Controller & CFO experience in private industry. Professor Bender currently serves on the Board of Directors for the 
TSCPA, the Board of Directors of Providence High School, & the Board of Trustees for the North East San Antonio 
Community Outreach for Older People (NESA CO-OP). Professor Bender has also served on the TSBCPA Tax 
Committee & is currently President of the TSCPA San Antonio Chapter. He is also a member of the State Bar of Texas, 
the Tax Section, Real Estate Probate Section & Corporation Section, the Academy of Legal Studies in Business & 
Southern Business Legal & Tax Studies Association. In addition to his teaching responsibilities, Professor Bender is a 
recognized in Texas for his continuing education & leadership seminars and recently extended his seminars to 
Accountants in the Republic of China, Mexico & Canada. He has conducted over 80 seminars throughout Texas and the 
United States and has received numerous awards for his service in continuing education including 2001-02 Kingston's 



Who's Who for outstanding academic educators, the 2000 Outstanding Accounting Educator Award presented by the 
Texas Society of CPA's & the 1998 Outstanding Continuing Education Award by the San Antonio Chapter of CPA’s. 
Professor Bender also maintains a legal consulting practice dealing with various tax & accounting issues, including estate 
planning, corporate legal counsel, management control systems, international business, & electronic business activities. 
 
Individual Income Tax Update  
 
This session will discuss recent IRS & Legislative Developments pertaining to the 
preparation & planning associated with your client's individual income tax return. 
The American Recovery & Reinvestment Act of 2009 will be examined.  
 
Business Tax Update  
 
This session will discuss recent IRS & Legislative Developments pertaining to tax 
planning & preparation of C Corporations, S Corporations, Partnerships & LLCS. The 
preparation & planning associated with your client's individual income tax return. 
The  American Recovery & Reinvestment Act of 2009 & health care issues with tax 
consequences to businesses will be examined.  
 
Texas State Tax Update  
 
Recently, the Texas Legislature made some adjustments to the Texas Margin Tax. In 
addition, the Texas Comptroller has issued interpretations on matters ranging from 
the deduction of COGS or Compensation to the reporting of combined entities. These 
interpretations will be discussed. Finally, the Texas Comptroller has issued several 
interpretations on sales tax & the use of the internet will can have a significant 
impact on your client's business. These areas will be examined as well.  
 
 
 
ROBERT W. NELSON, J.D., CPA 
 
Robert Nelson is Board Certified in Tax Law & in Estate Planning & Probate Law by the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization, Robert assists clients with business tax planning, partnership tax planning, estate planning, international 
tax planning & federal & state tax controversy. He is a member of the State Bar of Texas, American Bar Association & 
San Antonio Bar Association. He is also a member of the Texas Society of Certified Public Accountants, San Antonio 
Chapter of Texas Society of Certified Public Accountants & San Antonio Estate Planners Council. A Director of the Mays 
YMCA of San Antonio & an Explorer Advisor of the Boy Scouts of America Alamo Council, Robert lectures in high 
school for Junior Achievement & is active in the Greater San Antonio Chamber of Commerce. 

 
Estate Planning 
 
The purpose of this course is to discuss the tools and techniques being adopted in 
today's estate planning environment.  Specifically, the course will address the 
following issues: 

 
 Appropriate Wills and POAs 
 Trusts (Testamentary and inter vivos) 
 Texas Probate and Procedure 
 Estates, Gift and Generation-Skipping Taxes 
 Forms 709 and 706 
 FLPs, GRATs, Defective Grantor Trusts, QPRs, ILITs, etc. 
 Nonprobate assets 
 IRS Audit Considerations 

 



CHRIS BRASURE 
 
Chris Brasure is a trial lawyer from Grapevine, Texas.  Baylor University offered Mr. Brasure a scholarship for 
undergraduate study after he won the 1995 Texas 5A State Debate Championship.  At Baylor, he double majored in 
speech communication & political science.  He went on to graduate from Baylor University School of Law.  While 
studying law, Mr. Brasure was selected to be a member of the Order of Barristers, a Member of the Baylor University 
Moot Court team, & was a member of the Administrative & Public Law Championship Team.  After law school, Mr. 
Brasure was offered an associate position at the prestigious firm Cowles & Thompson.  Mr. Brasure’s client list included 
some of the largest companies in the world such as Wal-Mart and A.I.G.  Mr. Brasure grew tired of the “corporate” world 
& took a job (and pay cut) to become a prosecutor in Edinburg, Texas.  As an Assistant District Attorney Mr. Brasure 
enjoyed early success prosecuting high profile cases & was prosecuting multiple count first degree felony cases within 
months.  Mr. Brasure founded Brasure Law Firm, PLLC in 2005.  His is a trial attorney who is devoted to helping people 
& organizations in need.  He has successfully tried numerous cases in State & Federal Court.  Mr. Brasure is also devoted 
to improving his community.  He currently sits on the Board of Directors for the Boys & Girls Club as well as the 
Edinburg Zoning Board of Adjustment. 
 
Professional Liability: what it means under current Texas law & how you can protect 
yourself 
 
In this course we will discuss professional duties owed to both clients and non-
clients and what acts give rise to professional liability for a CPA.  We’ll also 
determine what happens when a CPA is sued and how you can avoid this nightmare to 
include non-professional areas of exposure and how to cover your bases.  We’ll 
follow this with a Q & A time. 

 
 
DIXIE CONSULTING LLC 
 
Dixie Consulting is a McAllen based Information Technology firm founded by John Cain.  John has over 20 years 
experience in IT during which he has worked with a diverse group of clients such as Dodge Arena, Sharyland Utilities, 
Rio Bank & various restaurants, police departments, graphic design companies & CPA firms.   
 
Information Technology for Your Firm 
 
 This class will discuss the importance of staying up to date with technological 
advancements in the workplace.  Topics to be discussed include cloud computing, 
remote access and IT security.  Together we’ll learn how to un-tether ourselves 
from the workplace. 
 
 
 

********************************************************** 
 

CPE PROGRAMS - NOVEMBER 2009 – MAY 2010 
 

November 
 November 13 – Greg Enos: Texas Divorce (8 hrs)   
 November 30 – Steve Tillinger: Federal Tax Update (8 hrs) 

 
May 

 May (TBD) – Robert Barnhill III, J.D., CPA, PFS, CFP: Gift and Estate Taxation (8 hrs) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    
 

 
 
 
 

RGV CHAPTER RAFFLE 
 
The Chapter will again have a raffle to raise funds 
for our scholarships. The winner will receive gift 
cards for a 3 night- 4 day trip to Las Vegas. One card 
will cover hotel accommodations and meals at one 
of the hotels in the Mirage Corp. and the other card 
covers round trip airfare.  
 
Tickets will remain at $25 each and be available at 
EXPO on October 27, the CPE on November 13, the 
morning of the Annual Meeting and by mail. Please 
make an effort to sell at least 5 tickets this year.  
 
Please call Randy Crews at (956) 630-1982 or 
Lorena Castillo at (956) 683-8171 if you have any 
questions. 

  
RGV CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
If you know anyone with financial need 
who is either an undergraduate or 5th-year 
accounting student, suggest they contact 
the Chapter about applying for a 
scholarship.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 U S MASTER TA 

RIO GRANDE VALLEY CHAPTER ANNUAL MEETING 
 

NOVEMBER 30TH, 2009 (MONDAY) McALLEN CONVENTION  CENTER 
12 NOON – 1:30 PM 

 
 
Program:  

- Announcement of Scholarship Winners 
- Guest Speaker: Kym Anderson, CPA   TSCPA President 
- Drawings – Chapter Raffle & Season Pass 
- Election of Chapter Officers 
- Door Prize Drawings 

 
SPONSORED BY 

 
 

Cost: $25 if not attending CPE course 
Reservations required – please call Kathy at 956-546-1772 



2010 U. S. MASTER TAX GUIDES 
 
 
 
 

The RGV Chapter is again making tax guides available at a significant discount to TSCPA Chapter members. If 
purchased from another source, the retail price will be $84.00. Your price will be $50 for members and $55 for 
non-members per book – a significant savings. The Chapter is ordering only 150 books (over half have been 
ordered) and they will be sold on a first come, first serve basis.  
 
Your check must accompany the order form. No E-mail or phone orders will be accepted! 
 

2010  US MASTER TAX GUIDE PURCHASE 
 

 
# ______Tax Guides @ $___ each (includes sales tax) 
 

  
  Total due $   ____________ 
 

    Name  
 
 

    Address  
 
 

    City, State Zip  
 
 

    Office  Phone  
 
 

 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE to: RGV Chapter of the TSCPA 

 
MAIL ORDER FORM & CHECK TO:  943 N. Expressway, Suite 15-161 

                  Brownsville, Texas  78520 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Rio Grande Valley Chapter of the TSCPA 
Education Foundation 
943 North Expressway, Suite 15-161 
Brownsville, Texas 78520 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

********************************************************************************* 
 
 
 
 

TSCPA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 

Midyear Board of Directors Meeting – The Woodlands     January 29-30, 2010 
Annual Meeting of Members – San Diego, CA      July 2-3, 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
     


